
 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

Wednesday, October 2, 2013  
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Lower Level 
Conference Room, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute, Joseph LaPorte and Joanne D. 
Palmieri; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael 
Manware.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the Minutes of the 
September 5, 2013 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
Elections take place each October.  Vice Chairman Fasulo opened the floor to nominations for Chairman.  
Commissioner Kanute nominated Michael Fasulo for Chairman.  Seconded by Commissioner Palmieri.  
There were no other nominations and they were closed.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 
4-0 to elect Michael Fasulo as Chairman. 
 
Commissioner Palmieri nominated David Kanute for the position of Vice Chairman.  Seconded by 
Commissioner LaPorte.  There were no other nominations and they were closed.  A roll call vote was 
taken and the motion passed 4-0 to elect David Kanute as Vice Chairman. 
 
VISITORS:   
1.  Wint Filipek re tennis courts at Recreation Park.  Mr. Filipek gave a brief history of his background 
and stated that he had been playing tennis for about 50 years.  He approached the board about three years 
ago regarding the cracks in the tennis courts at Recreation Park.  At that time, he believed John Fontana 
was chairman, he was told that there was money in the budget to make repairs.  While there has been 
some patching done over the years, it was never done properly.  This year he believes most of the cracks 
were filled with tar.  He said it is a safety issue because when it rains the water gets underneath and 
causes puddles which you can easily slip on while running on the court.  Mr. Filipek said the courts at 
Panthorn Park are beautiful.  He has not been to Memorial but a friend told him that they were pretty 
good there.  He asked that the town take care of the Rec Park courts this year.  He said he is also looking 
to get the lights repaired and said that Dave, Mike and Julia have been very cooperative when he calls.  
Mr. Manware explained the process that was used on the Memorial Park tennis courts.  They are waiting 
to see how well it works there and hopefully do the same at Rec Park.  It is a 3-5 year fix; they don’t want 
to fill cracks every year.  He is hoping that it might be done in the spring if all goes well.  He has to talk 
with Steve Wlodkowski about it.  Commissioner LaPorte asked Mr. Filipek to rate on a scale of 1 to 10 
with 10 being the worst, how bad are the courts at Rec Park?  Mr. Filipek said probably 6 or 7; they are 
not totally bad but could really use some work, especially on the center court.  The people who use the 
courts all the time would be very happy if that is done. 
 
2.  Art Cyr re playgrounds maintenance.   Mr. Cyr spoke about small things that could be done to make 
the playgrounds in the parks better.  He specifically mentioned the sticks used on the musical instruments 
at Panthorn need to be replaced and/or repaired.  They are heavily used.  The sand box at Rec Park has 
not had any attention in probably 4-5 years.  There is peeling paint on the swing sets.  He felt that some 
attention needs to be paid to these areas and could be made much better looking with not a lot of money.  
Mr. Manware said they did some work last year at Recreation Park.  There is a problem when the water 
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comes up.  He did receive a complaint about the sand box.  The time has not been right to get there and 
fix it.  Mr. Cyr also stated that this town is very lucky to have organizations that help do things in town 
but perhaps it is time for the town to spend some money. 
 
3.  Edward LaChance re former Milldale School property.    Mr. LaChance said he lives on Russell Road 
in Milldale and would love to see something done with the old Milldale School property.  He was looking 
for advice on how to go about it.  Commissioner Kanute made Mr. LaChance aware that this subject has 
come up several times over the years but the Council did not want us to do anything there.  Mr. LaChance 
said it would be a perfect spot for a small passive park with sidewalks and a few benches, perhaps a small 
playscape.  He wants to find out what would be acceptable to consider and how to get it going.  He would 
try to get the neighbors involved.  He also believes there are matching grants to apply for.  Chairman 
Fasulo said if the Council told us not to touch it, he would need to check with them first. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: 
1.  Letter from Jim & Maureen Cunningham re Linear Trail.  This was a nice letter complimenting the 
town and everyone involved in the planning, design, construction and maintenance of the linear trail. The 
board was very pleased to receive the letter and asked Mr. Lapreay to respond, letting the Cunninghams 
know that we truly appreciate their comments.  Commissioner Kanute asked if the train depot was now 
closed and Mr. Manware replied yes; it closed the second week of September. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that the first middle school dance was September 18; they had a great turnout of 
353 kids.  Dave has been in contact with the YMCA; they have our dance schedule and we have their 
event schedule, so hopefully that will help with attendance.  Fall programs have started.  Mr. Lapreay had 
to cancel ballroom dance because only two couples signed up.  We will try it again after the new year.  
Fall softball is OK.  The weather has been great.  Youth basketball registration is next week.  Dave spoke 
with Chris Palmieri and we may be able to get back into DePaolo in late November or December.  He will 
let us know.  We won’t be able to use Kennedy at all this year.  Dave met with the tour group to plan trips 
for next year.  He spoke about the Red Sox trip on September 14.  We had advertised that our seats would 
be in Box 94 or 95.  On game day, they were put in the grandstands. People were not happy about it. The 
tour group failed to notify us of the change back in April.  They did refund the town so much a ticket and 
we refunded the people (it was about $17 difference).   
 
Tomorrow night at Crescent Lake the state will finally be in to do the survey of the fish and weed control.  
Dave contacted the Police Department.  They will be there from 6 to 10 p.m.  The state has the code to get 
in and they will lock up when done.  The survey has not been done in seven years.  Halloween in the 
Village is scheduled for October 24.  We will help them out with a DJ and setting certain things up.  
Regarding the Dog Park sign issue – the sign is up.  There was an issue this weekend where two women 
had children under 12 in the park.  The sign says no one under 12 is allowed for liability issues.  Dave 
spoke with a dog trainer who said it could be changed to no one under 16 but the town attorney said not to 
change the rule.  Mr. Lapreay said he has been monitoring the linear trail and CrossFit; there are no 
issues.  Chairman Fasulo said there was an article in the paper shortly after our last meeting.  He believes 
they spoke with the owner.  They are being careful and have not caused any problems.  Apple Festival 
starts this Friday for the next two weekends. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner LaPorte, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that both pools were closed and winterized.  Significant improvements were made 
to the valves at Rec Pool.  There was a crack issue starting.  We ended up replacing the valves on the 
adult pool.  The soccer field had some issues with limbs creeping on to the play area.  Some trimming 
was done but more significant pruning needs to be done; will need to get a lift for it.    Crescent Lake had 
a professor from UConn for the day with a milling unit.  Some ash trees that had been damaged from the 
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ash borer insect and other trees damaged from the last two storms were cut.  Boards were made for use by 
the Vo-Ag.  They might do a program on a Saturday to educate the town people.  Mr. Manware is 
working with the Open Space Committee on signage for five of the open space parcels.  The state requires 
us to do it.  Mike is also working with Wilton Hawes of the Commission on DisAbilities on repairs to the 
handicapped swings at Panthorn Park.  Some of the straps are missing and we replaced them.  He noted 
that now everything is special order and proprietary and expensive.  The DisAbilities Commission offered 
to pay for them.  These are the only handicapped swings we have. 
 
Apple Harvest preparations are pretty much squared away.  The light shack roof at Rec Park between 
fields A and B was really in bad shape.  Ron Ingriselli replaced it.  Mum plantings in various parts of 
town are complete.  They started treating fences with preservative.  Mr. Manware wants to get on a 
program to do them every couple of years before they fade and warp.  It is done with a hand sprayer.  He 
will meet with the Jaycees regarding horseshoe pits at Jaycee Park.  They picked a spot. 
 
Chairman Fasulo asked about the stolen bench from the trail.  It was never recovered.  We will consider 
welding the bolts to prevent theft.  Commissioner Kanute said he was surprised that the Farmers’ Market 
used so much of the Town Green.   He thought it took a beating.  Mr. Manware said it is not too bad.  Our 
grounds coordinator is keeping an eye on it.  The north end is a bit worse because it gets less sun.  The 
market people have been cleaning up very nicely.  The market will move to the YMCA for the two weeks 
of the Apple Harvest. 
 
Commissioner Palmieri made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner LaPorte.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
  
NEW BUSINESS: 
1.  Bow Hunting at Crescent Lake – Crossbow Use.  Mr. Lapreay said on August 27th the state passed 
new rules for crossbow hunting.  His recommendation is to ban the use of crossbows for safety reasons.  
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to ban crossbow hunting at 
our facility.   Motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Lapreay said no one has asked about it yet. 
 
Chairman Fasulo said this is Commissioner Joe LaPorte’s last meeting.  He has decided not to be 
reappointed.  He is very sad to see him go as he has been a great help to him personally and has done so 
much for the town in all his years of service.  Commissioner LaPorte said he has enjoyed it for many 
years.  The department is in good hands with Dave Lapreay, Mike Manware and Julia Berardinelli.  He 
feels very comfortable leaving it in their hands.  Everyone thanked Commissioner LaPorte; he will be 
missed.  He received a round of applause. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner Kanute and carried unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


